
Newsletter September 2024 

Hi everybody, welcome to my newsletter for September ’24. Well, here we are at the end of 
the honey season, all our honey to be safely gathered in. With luck I should take off one 
frame of unwired capped comb, I am sure that all of you will have done /will do better and I 
have set the bar very low. 

Membership 

No new members to welcome this month, all the recent joiners are still throwing themselves 
into beekeeping. 

Breaking News 

Fiona has passed her Scottish Beekeepers Association Expert Beekeeper certificate – this is 
a first for WGBA and it is no mean feat. Congratulations Fiona. 

August Events 
 
7th August saw 6 members man our stand at Wigtown Show. There was much public interest 
in bees and beekeeping and as usual it was a great day for bee chat. Thanks to those who 
volunteered. 
 
August the 31st saw an apiary visit to the apiary of John and what a visit it was. I think there 
were fourteen of us at Johns Apiary which is a good turn out and it was a bountiful summers 
day as well. The first thing to look at was john checking on Varroa, using the icing sugar 
method. Now I know about this method as it has been covered in work shops but this was 
the first time, I had seen it done. John opened his dusting thing and released the bees on to 
a plate, The live bees were pushed to the side and the sugar was left in the deeper centre 
where water was added. Other beekeepers pointed out slightly different ways of doing it. a 
minimal amount of Varroa was found, which was good. Next up on the agenda was for John 
to collect several bees from two hives to be sent off for lab testing. After that we moved 
further down the apiary to inspect a couple of nucs left by Gary hoping they may have re 
queened themselves, only to discover to his dismay to find two empty nucs. the next hives to 
look at were two hives belonging to another member and they were coming along fine. 
Finally, we were shown the hive where John was using wooden boxes instead of honey 
frames for cut comb honey.  We spent some two hours in Johns apiary but for me I think two 
of the best informative hours of my life. Thank you John for hosting the visit, and what a final 
visit for the year it was. 
 
Apiary Visits 
 
Next year. Johns was the last for 2024 
 
Members meetings. 
 
As Linda has advised will be Sunday 29th September, it will be a combination of honey show 
workshop and all members meeting. 
 
Things to do in September 
 
 September is the month when the beekeeping year really begins – the honey crop has been 
removed and our actions now will determine how well our colonies will fare in the winter 
months ahead. This month our inspections need to focus on the number of stores in the 
hives and whether our colonies are big enough and healthy enough to overwinter 
successfully: it is time to perhaps unite small colonies, treat for varroa and to start autumn 
feeding if your colonies are light on stores. Whichever varroa treatment you decide on – and 



there is plenty of advice out there – you must keep records for at least five years: you can 
download a record card from Bee Base. Here in the north of the county my bees are still 
bringing in stores of nectar and pollen from phacelia, rosebay willowherb, bramble, and 
Himalayan balsam, and these they will keep for the winter. Wasps are becoming a nuisance 
in my apiary, constantly trying to sneak into the hives to plunder their hard-won stores and 
being rebuffed by the guard bees: I have reduced all entrances and put foam strips in the 
gaps between varroa floor and brood box. My wasp traps are catching plenty but it looks like 
a bumper year for the pests so I will redouble my efforts – wasps can wipe out a small 
colony in days. This is also the peak time for Asian hornet activity so stay alert for them 
hawking around your hives or feeding on ivy and fallen fruit. Now that you have taken your 
last honey crop you will need to make sure that your colonies are sufficiently well-
provisioned to get through the winter: each full-sized colony will need around 20kg (44lbs) of 
stores as a minimum, more if the winter is mild. I leave my bees at least one super of honey 
and always do a visual inspection of each hive to be sure that there are good stores in the 
brood box, never assume. I also take the opportunity to rearrange frames of stores to ensure 
optimum accessibility then use the weight of the hive as my guide as the season progresses. 
How do we measure the weight of a hive? Various scales and spring balances can be used 
but an easier, if less scientific way, is to lift one side of the hive about half an inch (hefting). If 
it feels so heavy you can scarcely lift it (feels as if it is nailed down), then the stores are likely 
to be adequate. For autumn feeding we use a ratio of 2:1, that is 2lb sugar dissolved in 1 pint 
of hot water (1 kg in 625 ml for the metrically-minded). Use white granulated sugar dissolved 
into hot water and allow it to cool before putting it on the hive – never heat the syrup. Use 
contact feeders (bucket feeders), rapid feeders (these have a central, covered, cone-shaped 
access) or large capacity feeders such as Miller or Ashworth. Feed early in the month to give 
the bees time to process the syrup sufficiently; too diluted and the syrup will ferment, 
causing dysentery. When feeding take care not to excite robbing in your apiary: ensure you 
do not spill any syrup, check that the box surrounding the feeder has no gaps which could 
allow wasps or robber bees to enter, and feed only in the evenings. If you have not already 
done so, reduce entrances and set up wasp traps. Small colonies – of 5 frames of brood or 
fewer – have difficulty maintaining an adequate temperature in the cluster during the colder 
months and so have a lower chance of survival than larger ones. If you do decide to 
overwinter them you will need to give them extra protection, perhaps in a polystyrene 
nucleus box. I have successfully used polystyrene blocks around the brood nest in a 
standard National brood box. You may also wish to consider uniting small colonies: this 
provides an opportunity to select for your best queens. You will find instructions on how to 
unite colonies in beekeeping books and magazines, online and by asking more experienced 
beekeepers. September Summary Estimate winter food stores by hefting hives and/or 
inspecting each frame. Top up the stores to at least 20kg by feeding heavy syrup. Be alert to 
wasp activity in and around your hives – reduce entrances and set up traps – and to robbing 
by other colonies. Monitor for varroa mites and treat immediately if the natural drop exceeds 
20 mites per day. Monitor again after treatment to ensure it has been successful. Unite small 
colonies or ensure that the hive or nuc is well-insulated Remove the queen excluder towards 
the end of the month if you are leaving a super of honey on the hive. Clean it and store it 
under the roof ready for use. Remain alert for the presence of Asian hornets, either hawking 
around your hives or feeding on ivy or fallen fruit. Use sweet baits in any traps and monitor 
daily. 
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